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it in the Louisiana territory. In 1821, when
Mexico secured its independence from Spain,
Texas became a Mexican province. Then fol-
lowed a great influx of American settlers,
the establishment of a Texas republic and
the agitation for its annexation to the United
States. Polk declared for the immediate
"reannexation" of Texas, for he believed that
the region had once been a part of the United
States. In regard to
the Oregon boundary,
which was a hone of
contention between
Great Britain and
America, Polk took his
stand on the "reoceu-
pation" of Oregon. The
United States claimed
territory as far north
as parallel 54° 40',
and the Democrats
adopted as a campaign
slogan the phrase james knox polk
"fifty-four forty or fight." The Whigs nom-
inated Henry Clay; the antislavery men,
James G. Birney. Polk won by 175 electoral
votes, Clay receiving 105.
His Administration. The first notable
event of Folk's administration was the ad-
mission of Texas as a state, on December 29,
1845. Disputes between Texas and Mexico
on the question of the boundary line led to
hostilities (for full details, see mexican
wae), and in May, 1846, Congress voted
money for the prosecution of war with Mex-
ico. The American forces won a series of
victories culminating in the capture of Mexico
City in September, 1847, but the peace treaty
was not signed until February, 1848. By
its defeat Mexico was forced to cede to the
United States over 525,000 square miles of
territory. This acquisition served to make
the slavery controversy more acute, as it
opened the way to a vast extension of slave
territory. The Wilmot Proviso, providing
for the exclusion of slavery from states to be
carved out of territory acquired from Mexico,
was presented in Congress in August, 1846.
It passed the House, but failed in the Senate.
President Polk was content to have the Ore-
gon question settled peaceably. Though
elected on a "fifty-four-forty" platform, he
did not oppose the acceptance of the com-
promise whereby the 49th parallel was made
the boundary line. The negotiations to this
ead were completed in 1846. The same .year
 Congress passed the Walker Tariff Bill, pro-
viding a tariff for revenue only, and an act
reestablishing the independent treasury sys-
tem. Two Congressional appropriations for
national construction work were vetoed by the
President, who was decidedly opposed to the
use of Federal funds for internal improve-^
rnents which benefited only certain sections.
Other notable events of the administration
included the admission of Iowa (184G) and
Wisconsin (1S48) as states, the organization
of Oregon as a territory, the discovery of
gold in California, the founding of Salt Lake
City and the establishment of two important
institutions—the Naval Academy at Annapo-
lis, and the Smithsonian Institution at Wash-
ington. There was noteworthy progress in
science and invention; Elias Howe received
his sewing machine patent in 1846, and the
following year the Hoe rotary printing press
was invented. In 1846 ether was first used
as an anesthetic in surgery.
Polk was not a candidate to succeed him-
self, and the election of 1848 was won by the
Whig candidate, Zachary Taylor, the hero
of the Mexican War. Polk died a few months
after his retirement from office.
Smithsonian Institu-
tion
Texas  (history)
Wilmot Proviso
Related   Articles.     Consult   the    following
titles for additional information:
Guadalupe Hidalg-o,
Treaty of
Mexico   (history)
Naval Academy
Oreg-on (history)
POL'LElSr, the yellow dust formed on the
anther of a flower, which when transferred to
the stigma of the same flower, or another
of the same species, fertilizes the ovules and
causes seed to be produced. This dust is com-
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POLLEN, ENLABGBD
a, g-ourd, b, enchanter's nightshade; c, pine!
d, evening1 primrose; e, musk plant; £» milk-
weed.
posed of minute cells, which, under the mie-<
roscope, are seen to vary with species in. shape
and size. When one of these cells or grains
falls upon the stigma, a fine tube protrudes
from the sticky interior of the cell and pene-
trates the style to the ovule. Tlie ovule then

